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The Climate Change Advisory Committee

• A broad-based group of 18 Montana citizens

• Supported by a Science Advisory Committee

• Also Supported by Public and Private Sector Technical and Policy
Specialists and MDEQ Staff

• Followed a process designed and implemented by the nonprofit 
Center for Climate Strategies

• MDEQ provided coordination and oversight
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The Process?
• The CCAC split into 5 Technical Working Groups (TWG’s) 

representing 4 sectors of Montana’s economy
1. Energy Supply
2. Residential, Commercial, Institutional and Industrial
3. Transportation and Land Use
4. Agriculture, Forestry and Waste Management

• A 5th TWG dealt with Cross-Cutting Issues 
• The CCAC met 6 times from July 2006 through July 2007 to 

evaluate the recommendations of the TWG’s on existing programs, 
options and policies.

• First to be completed was an updated inventory of Montana’s GHG 
Emissions

• The Goal of the Process was to find ways to reduce GHG emissions
to 1990 levels by the year 2020





Inventory Findings?

• Montana’s GHG emissions from all sources accounted for 0.6% of 
total US GHG emissions in 2005.

• A 14% increase in GHG emissions between 1990 and 2005 moved 
Montana from a NET carbon sink to a NET carbon emitter.

• Our forests, cropland and rangeland provide a vast terrestrial carbon 
sink.

• The State now averages net emissions of  ~12 million metric tons of 
CO2 equivalents per year.

• Montana’s rate of GHG emissions per capita is nearly double the 
national average 

Why?
• Our large fossil fuel production industry, substantial agriculture 

industry, large transportation distances, cooler climate and low
population base!



CCAC Recommendations?

54 Policy Recommendations Designed to Reduce 
Montana’s GHGs to 1990 levels by the year 2020

• Some  can be implemented immediately
• Some will require the support of the State Legislature
• Some will cost money to implement
• Many will save money by reducing energy needs and 

costs
• Additional benefits include reduced reliance on imported 

fossil fuels, reduced air pollution, increased opportunity 
for renewable fuel development, healthier forests, and 
the opportunity for Montana to be a leader in developing 
cleaner fuel technologies while sequestering GHGs 








